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[ Abstract] Objective To prepare a chitosan-modified cationic nanoemulsion that could be used to prolong the
residence time of nasal vaccines in the nasal cavity and improve the cellular uptake efficiency so as to enhance the immune
efficacy of nasal vaccines. Methods A nanoemulsion-based vaccine coated with chitosan was prepared, and the particle
size, potential, antigen encapsulation efficiency, stability as well as cytotoxicity were examined. The uptake efficiency of
vaccine on different cells and the residence time of vaccine in the nasal cavity were measured. Finally, nasal vaccine was
administered on mice and the antibody levels in the serum and in the nasal lavage fluids of the immunized mice were
examined. Results The nanoemulsion-based vaccine had an average particle size of (167.2+0.75) nm, a polydispersity
index (PDI) of 0.21+0.01, and an average potential of (13.7+0.85) mV. The encapsulation efficiency of antigen was 92.7%.
The nanoemulsion-based vaccine had good stability and did not show obvious cytotoxicity in Madin-Darby canine kidney
(MDCK) epithelial cells. The vaccine demonstrated relatively high cellular uptake of antigens on DC2.4 and MDCK cells
at (49.7+3.45)% and (59.7+2.19)%, respectively. Besides, the cationic nanoemulsion also significantly increased the
residence time of the antigen, and a considerable amount of nanoemulsion-based vaccine was found remaining in the
nasal cavity 60 minutes after administration. Compared with free antigen and the nanoemulsion without chitosan
modification, the chitosan-modified nanoemulsion vaccine induced higher systemic and mucosal antibody levels in mice
after nasal immunization (P<0.01). Conclusion The chitosan-modified nanoemulsion vaccine prepared in the study can

enhance the immune efficacy of nasal vaccines, showing great potential to be used as a delivery carrier for nasal vaccines.
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R = [ 1-JER P OVAR/(OVA B ExBEITH) 1x100%.



594 PUNT S22 (B2 )

5 524

1.7 NE-OVAFICS-NE-OVARJEENRLE

ABIFSE #5457 NE-OVAHICS-NE-OVATER SR 20 il
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i 4L A200 L MTT (0.5 mg/mL) ¥R, KLEHE 7 4 h,
W L PV RS A 150 pL = B LA R, SR R 4
10 min, FE53 i (05 K 7570 nmAb Y WOGAE, 1540

HHRLAETG 2R = (LB A O -2 FHZHROGAE ) / O IR
WA -75 FAAIROGIE ) x100%
1.9 BRGBREER
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Xp/N AT B 4 245, B HUINRZAT5 pg Cy5-OVA, 424
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Fig 1 Transmission electron microscope (TEM) images of nanoemulsion
(NE)-ovalbumin (OVA) (A) and chitosan (CS)-NE-OVA (B)
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Fig 2 Stability of CS-NE-OVA at 4 °C for 15 d (n=3)
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Fig 3 The uptake efficiency of nanoemulsions on DC2.4 and MDCK
(n=3)
*P<0.0001, vs. OVA group; # P<0.0001, vs. NE-OVA group.
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Fig 4 Cytotoxicity of CS-NE-OVA on MDCK detected by MTT assay
(n=5)
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Fig 5 Nasal residence time of CS-NE-OVA
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IgG2a in serum and IgA in nasal wash (n=4)
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